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	Draft Annual Plan 2008/09 and Amendments to the Long-Term Council Community Plan 2006-16


We welcome your submission

Please complete this form and give us your feedback by 4pm on 2 May 2008. Refer to the appropriate chapter and page number in your comments. You may wish to present your submission to Council in person. Hearings are scheduled from 19 May to 29 May 2008. Please note that all submissions are available to the public.

	Name
	Forum for Auckland Sustainable Transport
	Phone 
	09 3612133; 

	Address (street)
	39 Wood St, 
	Mobile
	02147474

	(city and postal code)
	Freeman's Bay, Auckland 1011
	Email
	andysmith@clear.net.nz

	Tick the appropriate box below
	

	
	I do not wish to make a verbal submission and ask that this written submission be considered.
	Yes
	I wish to make a verbal submission.

	Please type your comments in the space provided below, then save and attach to your email to APSubmissions@arc.govt.nz 

	Page Number:
	Comment:

	
	1        This submission to the Auckland Regional Council on its Annual Plan, and including amendments to the Council’s Long Term Council Community Plan (LTCCP) is on behalf of the Forum for Auckland Sustainable Transport (FAST).  FAST is a community organisation comprising a range of Auckland community groups and concerned individuals focused on transport issues and impacts.  FAST is committed to working constructively with its member groups as well as with local and central government and business, to achieve sustainable transport.   FAST formed in 2006 to promote a more sustainable transport system for Auckland.

	P 28 ff
	2         FAST’s submission focuses mainly on the proposal for a regional fuel tax.  Proposed government legislation would enable the Auckland region to raise an additional fuel tax of five cents per litre for public transport capital projects.  The draft plan indicates this would “fund repayment of a loan, to enable the ARC to make additional operating and capital funding available to ARTA…” 

	
	3         FAST strongly, but reluctantly, supports the proposal to implement a regional fuel tax in the Auckland region.  FAST only supports the proposal because the region is committed to using the funding raised for public transport.  The Auckland region needs significant and ongoing investment in public transport.  FAST supports the Auckland Regional Land Transport Strategy’s (RLTS) goal of improving public transport.  (We do however continue to be surprised that a “high” public passenger transport option only warrants 34% of the transport funding available, with roading gaining 62% of the funding and travel demand management only 4%).  

	P 30 and 4
	4         FAST strongly supports the range of proposed public transport improvements indicated on page 30, and the intention to “deliver an electric rail system within five years, and ideally the core part of the network by 2011”.  FAST strongly agrees that “A city of Auckland’s size requires a fully-functional public transport system.”  We acknowledge that “replacing our aging diesels with fast, clean, quiet electric trains will be cheaper in the longer term.”  Electric trains are more attractive to passengers, as their speed means they can more effectively compete with private vehicles.  FAST also agrees that “It also better positions the region to contemplate expanding rail to the airport, Manukau City and the North Shore.”

	
	5         FAST has four key concerns about the proposed fuel tax.  These are: 

· The tax is insufficient as a means of gaining access to the kind of funding needed to drastically and quickly improve Auckland’s public transport system

· The impacts of the proposed fuel tax on people, particularly those in lower socio economic groups

· the long term financial risk to the region, which does not appear to be shared with the Government

· the extent to which this fuel tax is required because of historic inequities in funding of rail transport infrastructure in Auckland, as compared with Wellington

	P 4 and 49
	6         However FAST is concerned that progress with public transport improvements remains far too slow.  This is particularly so, given rising oil prices, and the need to have improved public transport as a real option for the region’s residents.  Even with this fuel tax, there is no mention of building the CBD Mt Eden rail loop, or grade separation of trains and roads, particularly on key urban roads.  And expanding rail to the airport, Manukau City and the North Shore is only mentioned as a future possibility, rather than being seriously planned for now.  There is acknowledgement that there is discussion with the Government about the scope of electrification and the rail upgrade project, and the extension of the electrified area of the network.  We wish the Council well with these discussions.  

	
	7         FAST is concerned at the potential impacts for the Auckland economy and society of continuing high and rising fuel prices.  If, as some commentators suggest, world oil production has peaked, Aucklanders need assurance that the Auckland economy will be able to keep moving, and that people will be able to access employment. There is a risk that while people’s car dependence and use may become less affordable, leading to increasing use of and need for public transport, that public transport may not be able to meet the needs of the travelling public, given the historic under-investment in the public transport system.

	
	8         FAST is concerned about the impacts of a regional petrol tax on Aucklanders generally but particularly on lower socio economic people.   The ARC’s own work, through past RLTSs, highlights that higher socio-economic groups have far better access to public transport, than lower socio-economic groups.  This means that such groups face a “double whammy”.  They find it difficult to fund car use, but find it hard to find public transport that takes them where they need to go.   FAST considers that if a petrol tax is to be imposed, that the ARC and central government must act immediately to improve public transport options in poorer socio economic areas.

	P 49
	9          FAST is very concerned at the region’s need to rely on a regional fuel tax to raise a loan to be repaid over 30 years for much needed transport infrastructure, and the long term financial risk this appears to pose to the region, and which does not appear to be shared with the Government.   Fast notes the acknowledgement that “…fuel price inflation has been volatile in recent years. If fuel price inflation is significantly greater than allowed for, the level of service increases described above may not be achievable within the funding available.”

	
	10         In other words, higher fuel prices, and lower use of fuel than anticipated will mean the Council could face significant financial risks, as well as rising operational costs for bus and ferry public transport.  This would be occurring at the very time that significant further investment would be urgently needed for Auckland’s public transport system, to support the Auckland economy and to keep Auckland moving.  

	
	11        FAST is unclear as to the extent to which this fuel tax is required because of historic inequities in funding of rail transport infrastructure in Auckland, as compared with Wellington. FAST is aware that Wellington has (compared with Auckland) a stunning rail passenger transport system, with links not only to Johnsonville and the Hutt, but to the Wairarapa and to the Kapiti Coast.  Central government began electrification of that system in 1944.  Auckland has had to wait until now.  But while Wellington continues to attract significant subsidies of up to 90% for even its rolling stock, in Auckland central government has pushed far more of the costs on to Auckland.

	
	12        FAST considers that central government should provide sufficient funding to Auckland to remedy these historic inequities, and to ensure the region has an effective regional, electrified rail passenger system.

	P 5
	13        FAST is aware the Council is “considering building a cruise ship terminal on Queens Wharf and improving public access to this area.”  FAST strongly supports improving public access on Queens Wharf.  If the Council is considering a cruise ship terminal, the possible long term need for easy access of New Zealand ships containing both passengers and freight should also be considered.  FAST considers that if the Council wishes to take a stronger role in the economic development area, that this activity should be funded from a mix of general and targeted rates.  This is in acknowledgement that there would be some public benefit from the activity, as well as benefits to specific business activit types. 

	
	14         A $10 million contribution to the Eden Park upgrade.  Any thoughts?

	
	15         Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission. FAST looks forward to meeting with you to discuss the regional petrol tax.
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on the following:

*Amendments to the TCCP 2006-16
e aeas for conatation

Regional Fuel Tax*:
Where: Chapter twa - Part A Page 26

A new Government proposal would allow the Auckland
region to raise an additional fue! tax of five cents per tre
for public transport capital projects. Thia would fund

the repayment of a loan, to enable the ARC to make
additonal operating and capital funding available to ARTA.
ARTA would use the funding to provide new slectrc
trains, upgraded rai stations, ferry terminals, passenger
information and integrated ticketing, and to improve

bus, ferry and rai services sooner than the region can
otherwise afford. Replacing aging dissels with fast, clean,
quist slectric trains requires up-front furding, but will be
cheaper in the longer term. It alao better positiors the
region to contemplate expanding rail n the future.

» Should theARC raisea signfcantLoan, to be epaid
by anew regional uel tax, o fast-track puic transport
rojects vith the goal o doubling paronage vithin
adecats?

A contribution to the redevelopment of Eden Park*:

Auckland
Regional Council

Our role and the funding of tourism development”:

Where: Chpter e - Econonic Development~ Page 126

o Should the ARC take on a brcader role inregonal
tourism developrert?

o Should tis roe b funded from general rates, business
rates or some other fom of targeted rate?

Other proposed amendments to the LTCCP:

Changes toourrevenue and firance policy including
anew tareted rae for possum contrl*

Where: Capter two - Pat Page 66

The etension of  pastponement of rates for
cuastal farmland t other ural frmland*

Where: Cipter two - Pat Page 88

Atanser of functons, dutes and pwers
under the Bulding Act 2004*

Where: Chapter two - Part E Paged!

Changes to the Auckland Narigation

Whee: Chapter two - Part B Page bl Sae Byl

» Should theARC make a $10 million regional contribution Chapter two - Part F Page 93
to the redevelopment of Eden Park once the upgrade
work has been completed in 2011, by dhawing down
funds from Aucktand Regional Holdings?

Please deliver your submission:

In person to: Post to:

Auckland Regional Council Freepost

Ground floor (reception)

21 Pitt Street

Auckland

Attention: Planning and Reporting Team
Fax: (0) 366 2155

Email to: APSubmissions@arc.co.nz

Annual Plan 2008/09 Subrission
Auckland Regional Council
Private Bag 92012

Further information is available on our website: www.arc.govt.nz




